MEN OF POWER

fire.    More than two hundred of the peasants are
slaughtered on the spot.

As news of this bloody massacre spreads throughout
Russia the misery of the people turns to black hatred.
This one act of terrorism of the Czar creates more
revolutionists than all the propaganda of the agitators.
Temporize with such a government? To what end?
It must be crushed, destroyed, and forever prevented
from regaining power. Lenin wants to return immedi-
ately and organize this spirit of rebellion into member-
ship for the Social-Democratic Labor Party, but it is
not possible for him to return. However, he is not
forgotten. Father Gapon himself, heretofore no revo-
lutionary, now hastens to leave Russia and to come
directly to Lenin, who questions the priest in detail
about the affair. Lenin prints the whole story in For-
ward and asks how the reformists feel about this test
of their theories. The outrage has yet another result:
from this time on Lenin is convinced that the revolution
cannot be accomplished without bloodshed; therefore
the workers must be supplied with arms and disciplined
in their use. With Father Gapon he organizes a Fight-
ing Committee of Bolsheviks and works out plans for
obtaining guns from British sources. He begins also
for himself a serious study of military strategy and the
technique of war.

It is December, 1905. The Czar's government, hav-
ing learned nothing from the consequences of its mas-
sacre of the pleading peasants in January, has now
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